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Commander's Comments
For the last few weeks our flotilla has been 

extremely busy. We kicked of National Safe Boating 
Week with about a dozen flotilla members at the 
Plattsburgh Boat Basin. We teamed up with the 
Champlain Sail & Power Squadron to pass out materials, 
complete vessel exams, demonstrate signal flares and 
fire extinguishers, and recruit new members. We were 
set up for four hours, performed five vessel exams and 
talked to at least seven potential new members.

This past week Frank Williams, Don Craig and an 
Environmental Conservation officer joined Scot Zaremba-
Woodward to do more vessel exams at the Saranac Lake 
Boat Launch on Lake Flower. Eight more exams were completed. Frank Williams 
was interviewed by WPTZ-TV Channel Five news regarding National Safe 
Boating Week.

 All of this gives Flotilla 15-8 exposure and I believe more and more 
people are beginning to know who we are, where we are located and why we are 
here: To educate the public about boating safety.

 As Commander, I am grateful for  all of your work. Saving lives is what we 
are all about. All of our crew and coxswain training is to promote boating safety. 
Now we can concentrate on upcoming check rides. Ted Alwine has a check ride 
coming up on 16 June, please help support his efforts. We also have five other 
individuals who started training this past winter. Don't give up on us now because 
we desperately need you. Get ready to complete the on-the-water part of your 
training so we can move forward to your check rides. We have come a long way 
this year. I am confident we're all up to the task at hand, including myself.

Finally we have an ABS class coming up on 2 June. Lets make this a 
successful one and support our Public Education Officer Bob Shivokevich. 
Thanks for all you do.

 
Carl Duford, Flotilla Commander



Member News

Award Winners:  Frank Williams, IPFC (left) receives an award for 
membership enrollment from Carl Duford, FC.  Margaret Malone, FSO-IS, 
and Tom Malone each received a Membership Service Award for 18 years.

William  Rowe  III 
received  a  Membership 
Service  Award  recognizing 
his  38  years  as  an 
Auxiliarist.   His  enrollment 
date  is  8  July  1973.   He's 
closing in on 40 years.  Bill 
is the owner of Rowe Boats 
International,  Plattsburgh, 
sales and brokering.

Diversity and Inclusion:
Angelique Zaremba-Woodward,

FSO-DV, presented her first class on
Diversity and Inclusion at the May
meeting.  This is a new staff position
and a topic that can be difficult to 
deliver well.  Zaremba-Woodward's
enthusiastic presentation made it
interesting for all present.



National Safe Boating Week
Flotilla 15-8 members turned out in force for the first day of National 

Safe Boating Week, May 19-25.  Below, Peggy Burgess, FSO-MT, and 
Russell Haag, deputy with the Clinton County Sheriff's Marine Unit, discuss 
boating safety with Rebecca Webster, Plattsburgh Press-Republican. 
Later, Burgess, a VE trainee, got in on the boat inspections.  

Next, Mike Stephenson (fourth from right) Auxiliarist and sheriff's 
patrol member, gives a lesson on the use of hand-held flares and fire 
extinguishers.  Finally, members of the public and Auxiliary trainees went 
on the dock to try hand-held and aerial signal flares.  The Plattsburgh City 
Fire Department had a truck and personnel on standby.  Station Burlington 
was notified of our activities.

This day, Saturday May 19, was a combined effort of the Auxiliary, 
the Champlain Sail & Power Squadron who supplied the flares,  and the 
Sheriff's Department.  The location was the Plattsburgh Boat Basin.



On Friday, May 25, Frank Williams, IPFC and VE, and Don Craig, 
FSO-PA/PB, ventured to Saranac Lake to join Scot Zaremba-Woodward, 
FSO-NC and VE trainee, for a day of advertised boat inspections.  They 
were joined by Officer Michael Phelps, Environmental Conservation Police, 
who brought his own patrol boat.  The boats inspected included small 
power boats, PWCs, and a canoe and a guide boat.

Officer Phelps submitted his own EnCon patrol boat, left, for 
inspection (it passed).  WPTZ-TV showed up to do an on-camera interview 
with Williams. For both events, we totaled 13 Vessel Exams.



Meet the staff:  Mike Ratner, FSO-CS
 "The FSO-CS is essentially the flotilla's webmaster 
and the organization's web watcher who exercises 
staff responsibility and supervision over electronic 
communication services. This officer will create and 
maintain a Flotilla website that is in full compliance 
with Auxiliary web policies and will maintain personal 
e-mail and Internet access. The officer will foster an 
interest in electronic communication among the 
members and will encourage and facilitate the use of 
electronic communication throughout the Flotilla. He 
or she will maintain close liaison with the Division 

Staff Officer of Communication Services (SO-CS) and will coordinate and 
cooperate with the FSO-PB and FSO-PA to ensure that both electronic and 
print media are used to their fullest extent in providing information to the 
Auxiliary membership and to the boating public." US Coast Guard, Office 
of Auxiliary.

Mike has been the webmaster for Flotilla 15-8's website since 2008. 
He's been a member of the Auxiliary since June 1972, making him next in 
line for a 40-year award.  Retiring a few years ago as Technical Coordinator 
for Westport Central School, Mike is now Ship Stores Manager for 
Plattsburgh Boat Basin.  He says he's been involved in boating all his life. 
His first job, at age 17, was managing a small fleet of aluminum boat rentals 
at Valcour Lodge.  Since then, he says he's worked at every marina, in one 
way or another, on the New York side of  Lake Champlain.    Thanks for 
your good work Mike.



Favorite Website:  Live Ships 

From time to time we run across a free website on the internet that is just  
so good we have to share it.  However, we will not list anything here that requires  
a digital download or payment of money.

 If we lived on the seacoast or the St.Lawrence River this would actually be useful 
but otherwise it's just fun. This is MarineTraffic.com which charts international vessels in 
close to real time.  

“The system is based on AIS (Automatic Identification System). As from 
December 2004, the International Maritime Organization (IMO) requires all vessels over 
299GT to carry an AIS transponder on board, which transmits their position, speed and 
course, among some other static information, such as vessel’s name, dimensions and 
voyage details.” 

It's like a video game for ship spotting:

http://www.marinetraffic.com/ais/#

Start with the world map and pinpoint your search.  The English Channel or New 
York harbor, for instance, are very busy.  The Gallery has great photos such as this:

http://www.marinetraffic.com/ais/


Refreshment Schedule For Monthly Meetings

                June Margaret & Tom Malone

July Bill Rowe & Bob Shivokevich

August Philip Shivokevich & Catherine Zatylny

September Scot Woodward & Eric Trotman

October Hank & Patricia Schwartz

November Ted Alwine & Stephanie Lago

December Change of Watch dinner meeting

       

  

Coming Events
           

15 May to 15 June, Vessel Safety Check Month.  Marina 
dates scheduled for June 2-3 and 9-10.
           2 June, Saturday, ABS course 8 hour, South Plattsburgh 
Fire Dept.

8 June, Change of Command Ceremony, Station 
Burlington.

9 June, Surface Operation Training Day, South 
Plattsburgh Fire Department and Peru Boat Launch.

3 July,  Fireworks, Station Burlington.
18 July, Division meeting and picnic, place TBD.
5 August, Dragon Boat Race, Burlington Harbor.
18 August, Triathalon, Burlington Harbor.
25 August, YMCA Cross Lake Swim, North Hero, Vt.
 8 September, Military Appreciation Day, Crete  Civic 

Center, Plattsburgh.
12 September, Division meeting and election, 

Queensbury, NY.
22 September, ICS 210 class, Whitehall Central School.
18 November, Division Change Of Watch.



Champlain Eagle editor:  Don Craig, FSO-PB 
                dcraig@westelcom.com. 

 
Photo credits:   Don Craig, Frank Williams and MarineTraffic.com.

We welcome news articles and photographs relating to Flotilla 15-8 
from all of our members.

Please visit our website at http://ww  gaux15-8.org/    for back editions 
of the Champlain Eagle.

The information contained in this document is subject to the provisions  
of the Federal Privacy Act of 1974 and may be used only for Official Business of  
the Coast Guard and the Coast Guard Auxiliary.
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