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Commander's Comments

Hello  everyone,  our  flotilla  has  been  so 
busy this year that the time is going by too fast 
for me. I feel like I am just getting started and the 
year is over half gone. Our Flotilla meeting July 
12 was short, and that was good for two reasons: 
We got to spend more in social time, and we had 
some  members  on  patrol  the  same  evening. 
Patrols  have been the norm for  us  this  month 
and  I  want  to  thank  everyone  who  has  been 
supporting this. This is what we are all about. 

We also had our annual Division Picnic/Meeting on Saturday, 
July 21, and it  was a very good showing. The AUXCHEF's did an 
excellent job with the food. We had Chicken and beef kabobs, salad, 
beans,  fruit,  desert,  drinks,  and  even some Italian  food.  Margaret 
Malone  had  set  up  lots  of  games  with  prizes.  The  location  was 
excellent...Crown Point State Historic Site...and they want to have it 
there again next year. Our flotilla had about 10 members there. We 
also had a regatta patrol the same day near Basin Harbor and two 
members, Frank Williams and Don Craig, completed that. July has 
been a good month for us and I want to thank everyone for their help 
in making it a successful summer season.

Carl Duford, Flotilla Commander



Member News

The flotilla is losing two 
good  members,  Philip 
Shivokevich  and 
Catherine Zatylny.  Both 
have  been  members 
since  November,  2007, 
and they're relocating to 
Charlottesville,  VA, 
where Philip will pursue 
his  doctorate degree in 
chemistry  at  the 
University  of  Virginia. 
His  father  is  Bob 
Shivokevich,  FSO-PE, 
who  also  is  past 

commander  of  the  Champlain  Sail  and  Power  Squadron  in 
Plattsburgh.

Frank Williams, far left,  receives another award for Recruiting One 
More at our August meeting.  At right, Carl Duford, FC, presents a 
Plaque of Appreciation to Chief Jeffery Santor, South Plattsburgh Fire 
Department.  For the past four years, SPFD has allowed Flotilla 15-8 
the use of their excellent classroom for our monthly meetings, ABS 
classes and crew training sessions.



Meet the Staff:  Member Training Officer

                 
The FSO-MT (member training officer) will 
exercise staff responsibility and supervision 
over all matters pertaining to the Flotilla 
member training program and keep all 
members updated on new developments. 
This officer will maintain close liaison with 
the Division Staff Officer of Member Training 
(SO-MT), the District Staff Officer of Member 
Training (DSO-MT) and will coordinate and 
cooperate with FSO-VE, FSO-PE and the 
FSO-OP regarding any and all member 
training in these areas. He or she will foster 
and promote member interest in Specialty 
Courses offered and all member training 

opportunities within the Flotilla and Division. For new members, the FSO-
MT will oversee that members receive the New Member Training Course, 
Auxiliary Member Manual (AUXMAN) and will conduct and coordinate 
training sessions on instructor, vessel examination, boat crew, Specialty 
Course training, and informal training activities.  U.S. Coat Guard, Office of  
Auxiliary 

This is a big job and Margaret Peggy Burgess has been filling it for 
the past two years.  She has some impressive credentials acquired over the 
past 14 years:  “I joined 1998 after buying a boat and taking a safe boating 
12 week course. I boated on Lake Mead, NV on a Four Winns deck boat. I 
belonged to district 11 SR and we received operational orders from Sector 
San Diego but our DIRAUX was out of San Pedro, CA. My boat and radio 
were both operational facilities. I was initially a member of Flotilla 97 
where I held the elected offices of VFC and FC.

“I laterTransferred to flotilla 96 also in Las Vegas. While in this 
flotilla I held the elected offices of Division vice captain and division 
captain of Division 9. (That was before the restructuring when the division 
captain's office was re-named to division commander.) Through the years I 
have held different staff officer positions including materials, secretary, IS 
and most recently, MT. I have had the qualifications of crew, coxswain, aide 
verifier, instructor, PWC operator, vessel examiner, and program visitor. 
When I moved from the west coast to the east coast I lost many 
qualifications due to family commitments and time constraints. I'm glad to 
be back, participating in as much as I can.”



The Endless Summer

We have had spectacular summer weather this year for boating 
on Lake Champlain (although the lake level is down to 94.2 feet, 
below normal).  The facilities of 15-8...the DanDee, Frank Williams, 
the Jaeger, Ted Alwine, and the Allie Mae, Hugh Conners...have been 
privileged to take part in a variety of patrols including surface 
operations training, crew training, and safety patrols for fireworks 
displays, triathlon swim and kayak races, bateau races and an air 
show.  Here are a few sights and scenes from those events (in no 
particular order):



 



Favorite Website:  Ribbon Chart

From time to time we run across a free website on the internet that is just  
so good we have to share it.  However, we will not list anything here that requires  
a digital download or payment of money.

There is a Ribbon Checker at the First Southern Surface Operations 
main page here: 

http://ribbons.cgaux.info/bin-cgi/ribbons.pl?/config.txt
...but you have to click on each item to see what it looks like. Many 

of them are awards specific to the other armed services.
 For you ribbon collectors, here is a more interesting chart that 

shows Auxiliary-specific ribbons all on one page, including some that are 
obsolete:
http://www.frontiernet.net/~ericbush/US/CGA.html

Maybe some day you will collect them all.

 

Refreshment Schedule For Monthly Meetings

          September Scot Woodward & Eric Trotman

October Don Craig

November Ted Alwine & Stephanie Lago

December Change of Watch dinner meeting

http://ribbons.cgaux.info/bin-cgi/ribbons.pl?/config.txt
http://www.frontiernet.net/~ericbush/US/CGA.html


       

  

Flotilla 15-8 Staff Officers for 2012
Carl Duford, Flotilla Commander, Human Resources and Materials.

Charles Schenk III, Vice Flotilla Commander.

Frank Williams, Immediate Past Flotilla Commander, Operations.

Ted Alwine, Vessel Exams.

Margaret Peggy Burgess, Member Training.

Hugh Conners, Finance and Communications.

Don Craig, Publications and Public Affairs.

Lois Duford, Secretary/Records.

Margaret Malone, Information Systems.

John Meredith, Program Visitor.

Aline Pepe, Marine Safety/Environmental Protection.

Mike Ratner, Computer Services.

Robert Shivokevich, Public Education.

Angelique Zaremba-Woodward, Diversity and Inclusion.

Scott Zaremba-Woodward, Navigation Systems.

Coming Events
          

 8 September, Military Appreciation Day, Crete  Civic 
Center, Plattsburgh.

12 September, Division meeting and election, 
Queensbury, NY.

13 September, monthly Flotilla meeting, South Plattsburgh 
Fire Department

22 September, ICS 210 class, Whitehall Central School.
18 November, Division Change Of Watch.
13 December, Flotilla 15-8 Dinner meeting, Anthony's 

Restaurant, Plattsburgh.



Champlain Eagle editor:  Don Craig, FSO-PB 
                dcraig@westelcom.com. 

 
Photo credits:   Don Craig, Frank Williams and Scot Zaremba-

Woodward.

We welcome news articles and photographs relating to Flotilla 15-8 
from all of our members.

Please visit our website at http://ww  gaux15-8.org/    for back editions 
of the Champlain Eagle.

The information contained in this document is subject to the provisions  
of the Federal Privacy Act of 1974 and may be used only for Official Business of  
the Coast Guard and the Coast Guard Auxiliary.

                                   Bluff Point Lighthouse, Valcour Island
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