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Do I Need a License to Drive a Boat
O by VINCENT T. PICA, II

Division Commander, 18-06 (1SR) - United States Coast Guard Auxiliary
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ACROSS 
1 “Portrait of Gertrude Stein”

painter
8 Wears down by friction
15 Addict’s co-dependent
16 Authenticity
17 Evaluated
18 Singer Etheridge
19 Atkins or Huntley
20 Irish Sea isle
22 More organized
23 Perforation
24 Fact fabricator
26 Colonial insect
27 Time frames
28 Rebellion
32 Stitch up
33 Like some fats
34 Fury
35 Negative conjunction
36 Ungentlemanly behavior
42 Speck
45 Victimization
46 Bog
47 Radio static, in brief
48 Storage building

49 Reitman or Pavlov
50 Country estates
54 Spanish article
55 Lairs
56 Against the rules
58 Counterfeit a second time
60 Solidarity
61 Painter Braque
62 Most concise
63 Nervous to the max

DOWN 
1 Georgia fruit
2 Coming toward the coast
3 Jurisprudence based on

precedents
4 Lessens
5 Slightly shifty
6 Decorum
7 Confers holy orders upon
8 Appendage
9 __ there, done that
10 Death rattle
11 Inter __ (among other things)
12 Far off
13 Pith

14 Stung
21 ESA’s partner on the ISS
25 Same old same old
29 Becomes devitalized
30 “The Battle of Eylau” painter
31 Musician’s organ
33 “Exodus” author
34 Peak on Crete
36 Hills on the Scottish border
37 Pooh’s creator
38 Dentist, at times
39 “__ Pinafore”
40 Playwright Simon
41 Expand
42 Branch out
43 Temples and navels
44 Most suspenseful
46 Skater Ito
51 Camera’s eye
52 “The Night of the Hunter”

screenwriter
53 Be mouthy
57 WWII troop transport
59 Obscuring haze

Day High Tide Height Sunrise Moon  Time % Moon
/Low Time Feet Sunset Visible

Mon. 15 Low 1:08 AM -0.1 6:32 AM Set  6:44 AM 99
15 High 7:19 AM 3.4 6:59 PM Rise  6:56 PM
15 Low 1:31 PM 0.1
15 High 7:35 PM 3.5

Tue. 16 Low 1:47 AM -0.1 6:33 AM Set  7:55 AM 99
16 High 7:57 AM 3.5 6:58 PM Rise  7:21 PM
16 Low 2:16 PM 0.0
16 High 8:16 PM 3.4

Wed. 17 Low 2:26 AM -0.1 6:34 AM Set  9:08 AM 97
17 High 8:37 AM 3.6 6:56 PM Rise  7:49 PM
17 Low 3:01 PM 0.0
17 High 9:00 PM 3.3

Thur. 18 Low 3:05 AM -0.1 6:35 AM Set  10:23 AM 92
18 High 9:21 AM 3.6 6:54 PM Rise  8:22 PM
18 Low 3:47 PM 0.1
18 High 9:50 PM 3.1

Fri. 19 Low 3:47 AM 0.0 6:36 AM Set  11:39 AM 84
19 High 10:11 AM 3.6 6:53 PM Rise  9:02 PM
19 Low 4:37 PM 0.2
19 High 10:47 PM 2.9

Sat. 20 Low 4:33 AM 0.2 6:37 AM Set  12:53 PM 75
20 High 11:08 AM 3.5 6:51 PM Rise  9:52 PM
20 Low 5:35 PM 0.4
20 High 11:49 PM 2.8

Sun. 21 Low 5:28 AM 0.4 6:38 AM Set  2:01 PM 65
21 High 12:11 PM 3.3 6:49 PM Rise  10:52 PM
21 Low 6:46 PM 0.5

Mon. 22 High 12:53 AM 2.7 6:39 AM Set  2:58 PM 53
22 Low 6:41 AM 0.5 6:48 PM
22 High 1:15 PM 3.3
22 Low 8:02 PM 0.5

Tue. 23 High 1:59 AM 2.7 6:40 AM Rise  12:01 AM 42
23 Low 8:01 AM 0.5 6:46 PM Set  3:45 PM
23 High 2:22 PM 3.2
23 Low 9:10 PM 0.4

Wed. 24 High 3:05 AM 2.8 6:41 AM Rise  1:15 AM 31
24 Low 9:12 AM 0.4 6:44 PM Set  4:22 PM
24 High 3:28 PM 3.3
24 Low 10:07 PM 0.2

Thur. 25 High 4:10 AM 3.0 6:42 AM Rise  2:29 AM 21
25 Low 10:13 AM 0.3 6:43 PM Set  4:52 PM
25 High 4:31 PM 3.3
25 Low 10:57 PM 0.1

Fri. 26 High   5:09 AM 3.2 6:43 AM Rise  3:41 AM 13
26 Low  11:07 AM 0.1 6:41 PM Set  5:18 PM
26 High   5:27 PM 3.4
26 Low  11:44 PM -0.1

Sat 27 High 6:00 AM 3.3 6:44 AM Rise  4:50 AM 6
27 Low 11:58 AM 0.1 6:39 PM Set  5:41 PM
27 High 6:15 PM 3.4

Tides for Moriches Inlet 
Starting with September 15, 2008.

Nothing seems more
shocking to landlubbers than
the fact that, up until relatively
recently, all you needed to
drive a boat was the money to
buy one and the starter-key.
Recognizing that increases in
hull- and engine-technology
have created faster and faster
crafts and the rising popula-
tion of boat owners has made
the waters more crowded, es-
pecially with respect to “Per-

sonal Water Craft,” a.k.a. jet
skis (which is legally a boat), a
number of states are starting
to require boating safety
courses – including New York
State.

As of now, all operators of
PWCs, regardless of age,
must take a New York State
sanctioned boating safety
course. The United States
Coast Guard offers a number
of such courses. If a Bay Con-
stable, sea-going Town, Vil-
lage or County Police stops
you, and you don’t have
such a certificate, it will be a
very expensive visit. Fines
now run as much as $350 for

the very first offense. Addi-
tionally, if your 16-year-old
son or daughter takes the
family boat out in the bay to
go fishing, just as many of us
did in years gone by, and

they have not taken and
passed one of these boating
safety courses, they are in vi-
olation of New York State
regulations as well. It is like
driving a car without a li-
cense.  

As written, the rules are 
as follows:

Laws for Youthful 
Operation

If you wish to operate 
a motorboat 

(including personal 
watercraft) and you are:

• Under 14 Years Old:
You Must Have a Person 18
or Older On Board*

• 14 to 18 Years of
Age:You Must Have a Per-
son 18 or Older On Board, or
Hold a Safety Certificate 

• 18 Years or Older:You
may operate a motorboat
alone (if you are alone,
PLEASE wear your life-
jacket at all times) author’s
plea). You cannot operate a

personal watercraft unless
you hold the above-refer-
enced Safety Certificate. 

* until 2009, there is a phase-
in period whereby, if you are be-
tween 10 and 13, have a safe
boating certificate with you -
and someone 18 years or older
that is responsible for you is on
another vessel and remains
within 500ft of you at all times,
you are OK…  Got all that?

What Constitutes a Boating
Safety Course?  

The course, which must
encompass at least 8 hours
from stem to stern, covers
many boating skills and sea-
manship topics such as the
Rules of the Road, how to
read and use buoys, boat
handling techniques, fire
containment and suppres-
sion, and other boating safety
related topics. The courses
are designed as a compre-
hensive boating course.
There are courses out there
that are less than 8 hours and
purport to be NYS compli-
ant. They are not, full stop.

What to Do?

All well and good – but
what can you do if you either
need to take such a course or,
as all boaters are urged to do,
or want to take such a
course? With a couple of
boating months still left in
the season, it is never too late
to get certified.

How do you find out
when the classes are? Go to
http://nws.cgaux.org and
click on boating classes – and
follow the prompts. Or you
can email me at
USCGAUX2006@aol.com.
Or you can go direct to the
flotilla staff officer, Ed Wana-
maker, in charge of  boater
education at
uscgaux1806@yahoo.com.  

We’ll do it all online. 

As the laws are now writ-
ten, this certification is good
for life…  So, take a step to-
ward better boating skills
and seamanship – even if you
don’t need a license!

See answers on page 6
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