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Ho-Ho-Ho! For the Boaters You Love, and It’s No Laughing Matter
by VINCENT T. PICA, II

District Captain, Sector Long Island Sound/South, D1SR • United States Coast Guard Auxiliary

With Chanukah here and Christmas around the
corner, it is time for all those who stand a watch and
wait for the return of those that went to sea to think
about being the “safety officer” before they go!
And, skipper, how about the love you have for those
that go to sea with you – kids, grandkids and mates
– and creating the safest environment aboard that is
feasible or possible?
From the Heart to the Head  

There is no doubt that even the most grizzled
seafarer can benefit from a boating safety class.
Regulations do change over time and techniques get
refined and advanced. The United States Coast
Guard Auxiliary Division-18 covers all of “Out
East”, from William Floyd out to the ends of both
forks. Want to find out what, where and when the
latest boating safety classes are – email me below
and I’ll look it up for you or go right to the web and
find out - http://www.div18cg.us/#CLASSES.
From Stem to Stern

There is no greater “for free” service available
than the free vessel safety check (see SSP, “No Fuss,
No Muss – and Your Favorite Price (Free!) – Vessel
Exams”, 4/02/2008) And, this is not a regulatory

event like getting your car inspected. If the boat
doesn’t meet all the Federal standards, nothing bad
happens (like not being able to drive your car since
the inspection sticker was scrapped off.) Most likely,
the USCGAux examiner will give you their cell
phone number and ask you to call them when
you’ve addressed the deficiency – most likely an
expired flare package. And both exams are free!
Want to schedule one? Email me below and I’ll look
it up for you or go right to the web and find out -
http://www.uscgboating.org/safety/vsc.htm.
Nothing Lighter – or More Valuble     

The statistics on life jackets
are sobering for those that
don’t use them. For every 16
boaters that go into the water
that don’t have life jackets on,
only 1 comes out (see SSP, “Do
I Really Need to Wear a Life-
Jacket”, 9/24/2008.) Conversely,
if they had a life jacket on, 15
come out. What population do
you want your boater to be in?
And, if they are the inflatable
time, they hardly know that they have them on! And
don’t forget that the USCGAux is sponsoring a
“Kids Don’t Float” program. We leave life jackets at
various cooperating marinas and you can borrow
them for the day – on the honor system solely – for
your favorite price – Free!

The Silent Killer – Carbon
Monoxide

If your boat has any enclosed
spaces, they need a Carbon Monoxide
Detector (see SSP, “Silent and Odorless
– Carbon Monoxide – A Killer!”

4/25/2007) For $29 at any major retailer like Home
Depot, etc., you have the wake-up call that other-
wise wouldn’t come.
The Wireless “Kill Switch”

Every boat comes with a lanyard that is tied to
the helmsman’s belt or life jacket and also back to
the ignition switch.  If the helmsman falls over boat,
the lanyard goes with him and the engine stops,
along with the boat. This gives the boater the chance
to climb back aboard. But no one uses the lanyard
because the helmsman is lashed to the helm. They
can’t even walk a couple of feet across the deck to
fetch a landing net for one of his fellow boaters. But
now there are “wireless lanyards” on the market!
The helmsman can walk all over the boat – just don’t
leave it! Now, that is a major safety uptick! Check on
the internet or with any major chandlery. 

Other great gift ideas
to help keep boaters safe
include: 

• Emergency signal-
ing kits -- flares, signal
mirror, whistle, etc. 

• Up-to-date naviga-
tional charts and/or a
handheld GPS unit 

• Navigation tools
and calculators 

• Hand-held VHF marine radio with extra batter-
ies 

Show your love – for the crew and the skipper.  
BTW, if you are interested in being part of USCG

Forces, email me at JoinUSCGAux2010@aol.com or
go direct to John Blevins, who is in charge of new
members matters, at FSO-PS@emcg.us and we will
help you “get in this thing…”

FISHING WITH TONY
n by TONY SALERNO

BLACKFISH STILL HERE, CODFISH
ON THE WAY

A look at the calendar and it is obvious that most anglers have put their
fishing tackle and boats in hibernation mode for the next several months.
However don’t let the calendar discourage you from wetting a line because
blackfish is as good as it gets and the codfish should be here around the same
time as Santa. 

Both the north and
south shores continue to
produce fine catches of
the togs to 10-pounds on
green, white and hermit
crabs. The biggest prob-
lem is getting to the togs
as most boats are now at
dry dock and resting
until the spring. Should
that be the case, fret not
as the local open boats
from Brooklyn to
Montauk continue to
operate and many will
continue to do so for
most of the winter.
Blackfish season is due
to close on December
20th, however you can
count on the cod by then
to keep the winter dol-
drums at bay as all signs
point to another banner
year at the baccula along
the entire south shore
ocean fronts. 

Paul Nilsson with a codfish.

Exploring History
Featuring historical postcards from the collection of 

Center Moriches resident Gordon Hackney

by ROBERT CHARTUK Real Estate Specialty Group
The view looking south from the Long Island Rail Road Bridge on

River Avenue in Eastport. The wooden bridge still remains today.
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