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Commander's Comments

Well I am going into my third month as 
Flotilla Commander and I think I'm beginning 
to see what Frank Williams has been talking 
about.  I no longer get bits and pieces of 
information, but everything from the Flotilla, 
Division, District and some information from 
National. 

It is gratifying to know how much support 
the flotilla has given me so far. All the Staff 
Officers have taken a serious tone and want 
this flotilla to be successful. We have truly come together as Team 
Coast Guard Auxiliary. 

We just completed our first ABS, About Boating Safety class 
with 24 students.  We had four instructors who taught this course with 
expertise and professionalism.   Kudos to everyone who took part in 
the class.  We are now looking at doing another course next month.

Ted Alwine has organized some members and started Vessel 
Exams and Program Visitations with some marina's and business 
establishments. This nice weather we have been getting is turning 
some members into the mode of “Lets get the boats in the water”. 

 I want to thank everybody who have supported our flotilla so 
far and hope you get everything you want or expected.    We're really 
just getting started.  

Carl Duford, Flotilla Commander



Member News

Never missing a photo opportunity, 15-8 members gathered around 
National  Commodore  James  Vass  last  weekend  at  the  D-Train 
Conference, Mystic, Ct.  From left to right:  Carl Duford, FC; Scot Zaremba-
Woodward, FSO-NS; Hugh Conners, FSO-CM/FN; Peggy Burgess, FSO-
MT; COMO Vass; Ted Alwine, FSO-VE; and John Meredith, FSO-PV.

New Member
Flotilla 15-8 is pleased to introduce our 

newest member, Laura Thompson-Nelson of 
Plattsburgh.  She's a U.S. Air Force veteran, 
having served as an Airborne Surveillance 
Technician on an AWACS (Airborne Warning 
and Control System) Boeing E3 Sentry 
aircraft.  Thompson-Nelson also was an FAA 
Aircraft Dispatcher for 11 years before 
moving to Plattsburgh from Kentucky; and 
she's currently a Volunteer Weather Observer 
for the National Weather Service, collecting 
rain and snow precipitation measurements. 
She also is a drummer with the Police Pipes & Drums of Plattsburgh.  Her 
husband, Ronald, is a pilot with U.S. Customs and Border Protection – Air 
and Marine Division.  They cruise in a 20-foot SeaRay.



Getting Ready For Summer Boating

Flotilla15-8 had a full house of 24 students for our first ABS class on 
March  14-15  at  the  South  Plattsburgh  Fire  Dept.   Four  instructors 
presented this  over  two evenings.   Scot  Zaremba-Woodward,  FSO-NS, 
presents one segment above; the other instructors were Peggy Burgess, 
FSO-MT; Bob Shivokevich, FSO-PE; and Carl  Duford,  FC.  Don Craig, 
FSO-PA/PB,  and Frank Williams, FSO-OP, also instructors, were on hand 
to assist.  Counting Tom and Margaret Malone, FSO-IS, Flotilla 15-8 now 
has eight instructors.

New Proctors:  Margaret  Malone,  FSO-IS  (left)  and 
Peggy  Burgess,  FSO-MT (right)  have  been 
recently appointed as proctors in Flotilla 15-8. 
Proctors  are  required  to  administer  certain 
exams  such  as  Navigation  Rules  and  the 
various  Auxiliary Specialty  Courses  such as 
AUXSEA  (Seamanship)  and  AUXCOM 
(Communications).  Proctors must themselves 

complete  the  Operational  Auxiliarist  Specialty  Program 
(AUXOP).  Malone and Burgess replace William Rowe  III 
who served as proctor for many years.



Meet the Staff Officers
Ted Alwine, FSO-VE (Vessel Examiner):  This officer  
will exercise staff responsibility and supervision over all matters  
pertaining to the Flotilla's Vessel Safety Check program, the  
inspection of Auxiliary OPFACs, and to keep the members  
informed of all developments in this AOR. The officer will maintain  
very close liaison with the Division Staff Officer of Vessel  
Examinations as well as the District Staff Officer or Assistant  
District Staff Officer of Vessel Examinations to implement the VSC  
program established uniformly for the Division, District and  
National. - USCG, Auxiliary Division

“We will be planning to man three marina's and /or boat ramps during 
Vessel Safety Check Month, May 15 thru June 15, 2012,” reports Alwine. 
“This will include National Safe Boating Week, May 20-26. The dates for 
the VSC will be May 19-20 and 26-27; June 2-3 and 9-10. We will work 
these dates around any patrol or crew training time that may be scheduled 
on the water.”  Alwine is a retired Sgt.Major from the U.S. Army and resides 
in Schuyler Falls with his wife Brigitte.

 Boat show

The crew for the Champlain Valley RV & Boat Show, 31 March – 1 April, 
Crete Recreation Complex, left to right:  Stephanie Lago; Angelique 
Zaremba-Woodward; Frank Williams; Scott Zaremba-Woodward; John 
Meredith; Carl Duford; Peggy Burgess; Charlie Schenck, and Don Craig.



By Frank Williams and Alice Fortin

Henry and Alice Fortin, long time members of the Auxiliary and 15-8 since 1996, 
have recently converted to snowbird status and now spend their winters in Florida.
Wanting to share their new experiences and also to keep in touch with old friends, they 
sent  pictures of areas and activities they now enjoy.

“We went out on the boat yesterday and did a little fishing and went to the 
beach,” says Alice.  “It is a tough life, but someone has to do it. 

“We begin the day at Burnt Store Marina in 
Punta Gorda, Florida.  This is a full service 
marina with 550 wet slips.  There is a forklift 
system for smaller boats. We just call to have 
the boat put in the water.

“We leave Burnt Store Marina about 10:30 
in the morning and return around 5:00 PM. It’s 
about 10 miles to Cayo Casta Island,  we stop at 
Bull Bay and Pelican Bay in Charlotte Harbor to 
fish. We also stop at 
Boca  Grand  Pass 

and then to the Gulf side of the island to go to the beach. 
This  is  the  exit  out  of  the  Marina  and  the  entrance  to 
Charlotte Harbor.

 “Charlotte Harbor  is  an 
estuary full  of  wild life.  Every 
time we go out on the boat we 
see  something  new.   We  like 
Florida  because  you can  boat 
year round. It is a great place 

to retire, but we miss the North Country and will  be home for the summer.”  (You’ll 
notice Alice and Henry still refer to us as “home”.)

“Our  boat is  a 23 ft.  Yamaha Jet boat  with twin 
Yamaha  engines.  We don't  have  a  name  on  it,  but  we 
answer to "Miss Muffet".  (The name of their cabin cruiser 
on Lake Champlain.)



“The fish in the pictures I sent were Gag Grouper.  They are excellent eating fish, 
but unfortunately, were under-sized.  We had to throw them back.  We also caught a 
variety of other fish.  Lady fish, spotted sea trout, cat fish, pin fish and a baby bonnet 
head shark, caught and released that day.”

Favorite Website: Lost Patrols

From time to time we run across a free website on the internet that is just  
so good we have to share it.  However, we will not list anything here that requires  
a digital download or payment of money.

We hesitate to call this a “favorite” website since it deals with tragedy.  We 
all were saddened to learn of the four Coast Guardsmen who died in a helicopter 
crash while on a training mission on 28 Feb. in Mobile Bay, AL.  While looking up 
the story, we found an interesting website that is a history of fatal Coast Guard 
aircraft accidents from 1934 to this latest event, involving not just active duty 
Coast Guardsmen but also Auxiliarists:

http://www.check-six.com/lib/Coast_Guard_Aviation_Casualties.htm

This is a rememberance of those who have served and “crossed the bar” in 
the line of duty, and a reminder that what we do as Auxiliarists is serious business.

 



Refreshment Schedule For Monthly Meetings

                    April                       Peggy Burgess & Don Craig

May                       Lois & Carl Duford

June Margaret & Tom Malone

July Bill Rowe & Bob Shivokevich

August Philip Shivokevich & Catherine Zatylny

September Scot Woodward & Eric Trotman

October Hank & Patricia Schwartz

November Ted Alwine & Stephanie Lago

December Change of Watch dinner meeting

       

  

Coming Events
           12 April, monthly Flotilla meeting, South Plattsburgh Fire 
Department.

2-3 May, ABS boating safety course, South Plattsburgh 
Fire Department.

15 May to 15 June, Vessel Safety Check Month.  Marina 
dates scheduled for May 19-20 and 26-27; June 2-3 and 9-10.
           19-25 May, National Safe Boating Week.

 8 September, Military Appreciation Day, Crete  Civic 
Center, Plattsburgh.



We Won An Award – The editor, staff and supporters of the 
Champlain Eagle are pleased to announce that we took a 2nd place 
Publications Award  for District 1 Southern Region.  This was 
presented 24 March at the D-Train Conference, Mystic, CT.

Champlain Eagle editor:  Don Craig, FSO-PB 
                dcraig@westelcom.com. 

 
Photo credits:  Alice and Henry Fortin, Carl Duford, Peggy Burgess, 

Don Craig and Frank Williams.

We welcome news articles and photographs relating to Flotilla 15-8 
from all of our members.

Please visit our website at http://ww  gaux15-8.org/    for back editions 
of the Champlain Eagle.

The information contained in this document is subject to the provisions  
of the Federal Privacy Act of 1974 and may be used only for Official Business of  
the Coast Guard and the Coast Guard Auxiliary.
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